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WYCOMBE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Pujlic  Health  Department^ 

Y 28,  High  Street, 

^ High  Wycombeo 

L * 

August,  1954. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  for  the  year  1953» 
During  1953  there  were  643  births  giving  a birth  rate  of 
15.6  per  1,000  resident  population  - the  corresponding  national 
figure  was  15.5. 

Only  13  children  under  the  age  of  1 year  died  during  the 
year  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  expressed  per  1,000  live 
births  was  20.2  compared  with  26.8  the  figure  for  England  and 
Wales.  This  low  rate  must  be  considered  highly  satisfactory 
I having  regard  to  the  fact  that  many  deaths  take  place  shortly 
after  birth  and  at  present  must  be  thought  unavoidable. 

During  the  year  there  were  383  deaths,  the  majority  of 
which  were  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels 
(170),  and  cancer  (76)  - conditions  to  be  expected  in  an  ageing 

I 

population.  The  local  death  rate  9.3  per  1 ,000  is  below  that 
for  England  and  Wales  the  figure  for  the  latter  being  i1«4. 

I am  happy  to  record  that  for  the  first  time  during  the 
period  for  which  there  are  available  records,  (dating  back  to 
1898),  no  death  was  due  to  tuberculosis. 
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This  is  certainly  the  outstanding  feature  of  the  statistics 
for  the  year  a ’Alien  one  considers  that  in  the  previous  14  years 
tuberculosis  accounted  for  1 54  deaths,  (131  pulmonary  and  23  non- 
pulmonary),  the  absence  of  a single  death  from  this  cause  is  very 
gratifying-  Looking  ever  the  records  for  thirty  years  ago  when 
the  population  was  about  iSjOOO  less  than  it  is  now,  the  annual 
number  of  deaths  was  about  25  or  one  per  fortnight  throughout 
the  entire  year- 

The  reduction  in  tuberculosis  mortality  is  not  peculiar 
to  this  district  and  during  the  last  few  years  has  been  noted 
throughout  the  country-  The  causes  are  varied  but  no  doubt 
the  improvement  in  social  conditions  has  contributed  to  this 
results  In  addition  physicians  now  have  at  their  disposal 
valuable  chemical  and  antibiotic  drugs  with  which  the  disease 
can  be  treated-  Until  recently  there  was  no  known  drug  which 
had  any  effect  on  the  tubercle  bacillus*  Earlier  diagnosis, 
the  use  of  mass  radiography,  sympathetic  re~housing  of  patients 
living  in  unsatisfactory  or  overcrowded  conditions  have  all 
played  a part  in  achieving  this  happy  result* 

This  reduction  in  tuberculosis  mortality  may  indeed  create 
further  problems  by  retaining  in  the  community  more  reservoirs 
of  active  infection  and  may  lead  to  mors  people  becoming  in- 
fected and  sc  far  there  has  been  no  corresponding  reduction  in 
notifications.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  possible  that  cases  are 
being  diagnosed  sooner  now  that  facilities  are  a'^railable  for 
both  diagnosis  and  treatment* 
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Of  the  other  notifiable  diseases  measles  was  most  pre- 
valent, there  being  h3k  notified  cases,  but  with  improvement 
in  living  conditions  and  the  availability  of  "sulpha'*  drugs 
and  penicillin  the  complications  of  this  disease  are  not 
feared  to  the  same  extent  as  they  used  to  be. 

Twelve  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified,  5 paralytic 
and  7 non-paralytic.  There  was  one  fatality  - a boy  of  5 
years  who  contracted  the  bulbar  form  of  the  disease. 

For  the  sixth  successive  year  no  case  cf  diphtheria  was 
confirmed  and  indeed  during  the  last  ten  years  the  dis- 
appearance from  the  country  of  diphtheria  as  a major  infection 
is  one  of  the  most  gratifying  results  of  preventive  medicine. 
Provided  that  the  level  of  immunity  is  kept  up  by  primary 
and  "boosting"  inoculation  there  is  no  reason  to  expect  this 
disease  to  reassert  itself  as  a common  infectious  disease. 

To  conclude  these  remarks  I should  like  to  acknowledge 
the  help  and  co-operation  of  Mr  Perry  and  the  staff  of  the 
Department . 


# 

A.J.  MUIR 


Medical  Officer  of  Healtn 


STATISTICS. 


10  €t01!*6S  oeoceo*oo***a  • coo  •oooooooaoeoooooeoooooo  7'^ 

Population  (1951  census) ».  c <,<,  oo  oo  o o « o <.o  o«  o o o.o  oo  o <>  o c o 39*352 

Registrar  General's  Estimate  of  population  mid-1953oc  41*110 

NOo  of  inhabited  houses  on  rate  book  (31st  March  1955)  11,86? 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  April  1953° . oo.  o o o o.o . £250,981 

Estimated  Product  of  Penny  RatSooeo.c. £1,001 


EXTRACT  PROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS 


FOR  THE  YEAR 

1953° 

BIRTHS o 

Mai  So 

Female, 

Total 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

305 

310 

6l  5 

Illegitimate 

18 

10 

28 

Totals 

323 

520 

6U3 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

6 

1 

7 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

6 

• 

1 

7 

Comparability  Factor  = Birth  Rate. » . , ° c . . o » , . o . . . o . » loOl 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated  PopulatioHo » . » 15o6 

Birth  Rate  of  England  and  WaleSo o « » ° . o o . . . ° . o . o ° » 15o5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Estimated  Populationo . , . » 0o17 

Still  Birth  Rate  of  England  and  Wales . o o..  o*.  o « o <.  ° » 0o35 

Ad  justed  local  Bxrt  h R aceoo^oooooooooooooooooooooooo  l6o1b 


DEATHS. 


Number  of  Deaths 


Males 

Females 

220 

163 

Total 

383 

Q oniparab iXl.tjr  £*aGtorB««.oo®oo»».o.*ooo«..»o.«.o.o»«»»o  0*56 

Death  Rats  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated  population......  9^3 

Death  Rate  of  England  and  Wales. . 11»4 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate,  Wycombe  Rural  District.......  0,00 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales. .......... . 0.20 

Adjusted  Local  Death  Rate. . 8*9 


\ 

INPAI^T  MORTALITY. 

13  Infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year. 


Legitimate . . . 
Illegitimate, 
Totals. ...... 


M_al_e.  Female.  Total. 

7 5 12 

1 0 1 

8 5 13 


This  represents  a mortality  rate  of  20*2  per  1 ,000 
related  births,  compared  with  26.8  as  a general  figure  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  ■»  10.9»  compared  with  a 
county  rate  of  12.4. 


MATERNAL  DEATHS . 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis.......  0 

(b)  From  other  maternal  causes,.  1 
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TABLE  OF  DEi^.THS » 


DISEASEc 

MALES c 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL. 

1o 

Tuberculosis  ^ respiratorjc » , o o o « o o c . . . o 

0 

0 

0 

2o 

Tuberculosis , other » ,c,ococoooooo«oooo<. 

0 

0 

0 

3o 

3 ll.lXXtfXO  O O O O OO  <J  O O fJ  o o o o o oo  o o 

0 

0 

0 

4o 

10  X^lX  tilX6X^  X^  Ooooeooooooooooooooaooooooood 

0 

0 

0 

5« 

l^rlXOQ^  OOO^lXo  OOOOOOGOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

0 

0 

0 

Go 

Meningococcal  Infections. occooooocooooc 

0 

0 

0 

7o 

Acute  PoliomyelitiSo .coocooooooooooooco 

1 

0 

1 

8. 

^ @ So  * OOOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOODOOOOOOOOO 

0 

0 

0 

9. 

other  infectious  diseases cc.  o oo  o.c . 

1 

0 

1 

10c 

9 ^^0!T13r0lXo  eoooooooooooooooooooooo 

10 

5 

15 

11  o 

9 ]1b00^3o  ooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

iU 

1 

15 

12o 

0 ^ ^ ^ ^ 3vo  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

0 

5 

5 

13o 

0 t3'td^4^Lt3oOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

0 

3 

3 

1^4-0 

0 lx  0^000. t73oooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

2ii 

14 

38 

15o 

Leukaemia s aleukaemiao , o » . » » « » o « » . o » » . » 

2 

1 

3 

1 6o 

ID  X^lX^tj^^OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOUOOOOSOOOOOGOOO 

1 

1 

2 

17o 

Vascular  lesions » nervous  systemo « o o o . <> 

28 

26 

54 

18» 

Coronary  disease » anginao « <> « » o o o o o o o . o . 

31 

18 

49 

19o 

Hypertension  with  heart,  disease,  o , o « » o » 

1 

2 

3 

0 

o 

C\J 

0 tilX0X^  1X03-1^^  GOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

15 

26 

41 

21. 

other  circulatory  disease^a , « » » » o » o o o « o • 

9 

14 

23 

22o 

IX  Ic  0 n 23  Ooouooooooeooooooooooooooooooo 

/»• 

b 

4 

10 

23o 

^n0UniOIXX3o  ooooooooooooooooocooooooooooc 

6 

8 

14 

2Uo 

3X^OtlOnXljX3oOOOOOOOOOOOC)OOOeQ0900  0000000 

11' 

5 

16 

25o 

other  respiratory  diseaseso . » » o o » o o . » » » 

4 

1 

5 

26  c 

Gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer ,0,  o » o o . ooc  o <> 

8 

0 

8 

27 » 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoeSo 0 . 0 . 

3 

2 

5 

28  c 

IT  0^1XX?  X t;  X 3 ||  X)  0]plXl.^  03X3oooooaooooO(»ooooooo 

2 

1 

3 

29  c 

Hyperplasia  of  prostatOo  cocooooc«oooooo 

6 

0 

6 

0 

o 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortioUc » « » 0 * . . 

0 

1 

1 

fl 


TABLE  OP  DEATHS. 

(ccntd) 

DISEASE. 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL, 

31 o Congenital  malformaticns. . . . . . . . . . . . » 

1 

1 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill^defioed 

diseases. « . . 

16 

16 

32 

33«  Motor  vehicle  accidents. ... .o. o. o. o. . 

5 

0 

5 

3^  O 0 T/^0 1?  dOOX(X0Q^3oOCO4OOOOCOOO<^OOOOOO9O 

6 

5 

11 

^ ^ o 3 U X 0 ^ Oooooooooooooo^bnooooooooooooooo 

9 

3 

12 

360  Homicide  and  operations  of  ^aro...... 

0 

0 

0 

All  causes 0.0 00 

220 

163 

383 

MATERNAL  MORTAL ITYo 


Rates  per  ipOOO  Total  (Live 
"still. ) Births o 

England  and  Wycombe  Rural 
Wares'^  District. 


Sepsis  ©f  pregnancy » childbirth 
and  the  puerperlnm. ........ .... . 

0<.,10 

0»00 

Abortion  with  toxaemia. .. o.. ..o 0 . 0 

O0OI 

0.00 

Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy  .and 
the  p u erp  er  i UTiii  0 0..000...000.000. 

0o2ii 

OoOO 

Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy  and 

c h i i db  X r t li  •90..0.Q000.00.......0 

O0I3 

' 1«54 

Abortion  without  mention  of  sepsis* 
of  toxaemia. 00..00.0Q000..000000 

Go  Oh 

OoOO 

Abortion  without  sepsis........... 

O0O6 

OoOO 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy* 
childbirth  and  the  puerperium. . . 

0*18 

OoOO 
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CANGSR  DEATHS. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages;)?- 

Males 
Female B 

Total 

y 

Yearly  comparison  of  cancer  deaths 


1953 

i952o 

1951 ooo 

1950 
"949 

1948000 


oocoooooooooo 


coooOoooooor^ 


OOOCOOOOO 


0900000000000 


ooooooooooooc 


00000000 


28 

76 


76 
72 
72 

77 
62 
65 


The  following  organs  were  affected?' 

Stomacho 
Lungs- 

L re as  to  o o o 

Uterus  oooooooooooooooooo 

other  S-oteSc 


oooooooooooooooo 


'oeooooooooooooooooo 


00000000000000 


oocoooooooO 


Total  00000000 


OOooOOOOOOO 


15 

15 

5 

3 

38 

76 


f 

»J 

.JM 


TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS „ 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  cases) 000  o 000  oo«  00  o o o . o o o <.  0<,00 
Total  Deaths  - Respiratory  TuberculosiSo « » « o o » o » » o » o .. » » 0 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  RatCo o « » . . » » o o » » » o o » o » o « OoOO 
Total  Deaths  Non-'Respiratory  TuberculosiSo  o o o 0 o o o » o » » 0 
Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  RatSo  o » « » » » » « » » » o o <. » OoOO 
Total  Deaths  =■  Respiratory  (Excluding  Tuberculosis ) 000 « 35 
Respiratory  Death  Rate  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  o o .0. 00 » «»85 


c=» 


( O'  •=“ 


ro 

c^s 


il 

r-“  1* 


C5i 

s! 

M 

o. 


fe 

o 

CO 

M 

03 

<! 


C 

« 

K 

<\ 


W 


W 

Eh 

< 

« 


K 

Eh 

« 

M! 

PQi 


spun.  SEjqiiB&a  ti3-iCiI 


Bruousrf-'sad 


Wl%j  x^-qd©  c ii©  @ 1 10  cJ 
pne  sxiiTaiai'^-fxod 


^v?ia©i?,Tjai 


f^TS^OTtiOJsqni, 


pXOiicLif'?  ©jBci  pu^  pToqrL-i 


eosoBO  IIV  !i 


Wycombe  Rural  District  15*6  Q 17  9*3  CtOO  OoOO  OdOO  aoO  0*24  0.02  0,34  0*04 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS ^ o 1953 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953- 
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IMKromSATION  AGAINST'  DIPHTHERIA. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  (and^  where  desirable), 
whooping-cough,  continues  to  be  carried  out  in  schools  and  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  your  District,  by  arrangements  made 
with  the  Bucks  County  Councilo  It  is  also  optional  for  all 
persons  to  choose  to  have  this  service  performed  by  their 
elected  doctor  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  (1946). 
Completed  record  cards  are  now  required  tc  be  returned  to  the 
County  Health  Department  by  all  services.  Completed  courses 
of  immunisation  (including  A.P.T.  and  combined  diphtheria- 
pertussis  vaccine)  amounted  t©  414  for  the  year  1953*  This 
figure  is  based  on  the  returns  received  in  the  County  Health 
Department. 


HOSPITALS. 

The  available  hospitals  in  the  District  are  the  High 
Wycombe  War  Memorial  Hospital,  Booker  Hospital,  Amersham 
General  Hospital,  Maidenhead  Isolation  Hospital,  Canadian 
Red  Cross  Hospital,  Taplow,  Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital, 
Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital,  Royal  Bucks  Hospital,  Aylesbury; 
The  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Churchill  Hospital  and  the  The  Slade 
Hospital,  Oxford;  and  the  Battle  Hospital,  Reading. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES . 

The  ambulance  arrangements  pertinent  your  area, 
are  as  follows s- 

Stations  at  High  Wycombe  and  Princes  Risborough. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT ,1948. 

No  formal  action. 


Section  47 
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DETAILS  OF  WATER  SUPPLYo 


I am  indebted  to  yo^r  Surveyor  for  the  following  table?- 


Parish 

Supplied  direet  by 

pipes  int®  houseso 

L_ .-  j 

Supplied  by 
Standpipes. 

N®o  ®f 
j Houses. 

popula- 

tlOHo 

Noo  ©f 
Houses  0 

Population 

BledlGW-cum-SaundertoDo  = 

i+ilo 

‘ ,jBk 

20 

70 

nllkSLin  oooeooooooooooo 

31 

118 

... 

I oo 

SXXOSIDOJ^OO  0000000€00»0 

220 

7S4 

•oooo«oooooeoBOOCo 

32 

184 

F iXl^^StlOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

453 

19613 

- 

" 

^^TTIIDXOCXOO  ooooeo«ooooo»oo 

316 

ni52 

- 

Hampden,  Gt  & Lt . . , o « o » « 

97 

348 

- 

ooeo00*000000o**00 

24 

8£ 

" 

^ U ^1x0  n (Xon  o ao400«00000000 

1 ,201 

4,324 

28 

102 

X'^C3tjOrX0o  o o o o o Q o o o o o e o 4 0 0 

76 

274 

Kimble,  Gt  & Lto«.«»o®oo 

215 

774 

- 

Xi^C03^  GrI^00Xlo  oa^ooooooooo 

317 

1 9l4t 

- 

- 

Longwick-cum-Ilmer* , . , . » 

101 

364 

... 

X OW  ^ Cj  t?oooooooo9o«ooe 

350 

1 ,260 

- 

0.. 

M^X'^X  GW  J XitfCOi»OOOOUOOOOOO 

199 

716  I 

I 

- 

M 0 ^Xrn0rili^Tn  0 o^eoeooovoooo^ 

127 

45? 

... 

^^^(XDO.^^0  oovaoeooooooooooO 

113 

407 

12 

38 

Princes  Risborougho » » » . <. 

1 ,307 

49705 

75 

265 

Stokenchurch.  00  0 000  o..  <,0  0 

687 

2,473 

1 6 

56 

7U1X*'V*XXX0O  ooooooooooooooo 

66  1 

310 

... 

West  Wycombe  Rural.  <,0000 

547  i 

I9969 

7 

26 

0 0 ^ m X^  riooooaoooooooooo^o 

1 >877  : 

6,757  j 

Wycombe,  Chopping  Rural. 

[ 

I 

o\ 

6,347  i 

31 

118 

T 0 t)&X  3oeoooooooooooo4ooo 

!— 

10,599 

38,127 

189 

675 

I am  also  indebted  to  your  Surveyor  for  the  following 
figures:- 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  1955^ 

Parisho  NOo  of  gallons  of  sewage  removed^ 


Bledlow-cum-Saunderton . 
Chepping  Wycombe  Rural. 
Ellesborougho  o . . <•  o » . o . » 
awiey  oooo«oooooo«ooooo 


Pingest 


Rambl edenooo.o.ooooo 
Hampden,  Gt  & Lt.... 
Hughenden . . o . . » . . . « . 

Xbstoneoo<>  .«o*.oooao 
Kimble,  Gt  & Lto..,. 
Lacey  Greerio ......  o . 

Longwick-cum-Ilmer . , 

^ar 1 ow , G to.oo.eo.oo 

Marlow , Lt 

Medmenham. » » « . « . . » o . 
Radnage .o.oooooooo.o 
Princes  Risborough. . 
Stokenchurch — 

7urv!i.lleo  ...o.oo.ooo 

West  Wycombe  Rural., 

l^ooburn, , .ooooooooo. 


o o o o 


0 0 9 9 


0 0 0 9 


1,025^175 
7 <>259. 970 
538,825 
21 ,200 
1,787,700 
684,250 
108,150 

3.547.900 

243.100 

438.100 
827,275 
615,475 

542.650 
141 ,500 
158,200 
132,375 
448,300 

3,152,500 

197.650 
1 ,180,050 

4.583.900 


Total . , 


27,634,245 


RAINFALL  9 1933 


I am  indebted  to  the  Director  of  the  Forest  Products 
Research  Laboratory,  princes  Risborough,  for  the  following 
particulars  of  rainfall  recorded  during  1953«» 

Rainfall  recorded  at  Princes  Risborough 
Stations  333  feet  above  sea  levelo 


Month 

Monthly 

Rain- 

fall. 

No,  of  days 
on  which  rain 
fell  with  o01 
or  more 
measured. 

Largest 

Rainfall 

Date 

Amount 

Januaryo 

«95 

11 

5 th 

.43 

February, . . . , 

1 o92 

10 

9 th 

.79 

9 O d • O 0 9 

.5k 

5 

29  th 

.23 

April 

15 

29  th 

.43 

MQ-JT  0*00090000 

1.54 

11 

i8th 

.57 

J Un^ooooeoooo 

1-73 

12 

21st 

.51 

JUX^eoooooooo 

3.22 

19 

12th 

.60 

August, 

2«19 

9 

19  th 

.61 

September. . . . 

2.08 

11 

21st 

.51 

October, . , , , . 

2.96 

13 

31st 

.65 

November. , , , , 

1.38 

11 

1st 

.69 

December 

.55 

10 

30th 

.27 

T 0 tal So,,,,., 

21.47 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT,  1953 


Public  Health  Department 
18,  High  Street 
High  Wycombe 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council » 

Mr  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Herewith  I beg  to  submit  a Summary  of  the  Work 
carried  out  by  the  Department  in  the  year  1953* 


I am, 

Mr  Chairman,  My  Lord, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.P,  PERRY o 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector* 


FOREWORD 


Statistical  figures  vividly  reflect  the  value  of  preventive 
medicine.  Improvements  which  have  been  secured  in  connection 
with  the  environment  of  the* people  are  related  in  some  measure 
to  foods  water  supplies,  housing  and  drainage. 

Notwithstanding  the  improvement's  secured,  constant  and 
insistent  attention  are  needed  in  order  to  achieve  and  maintain 
a satisfactory  environment. 

Safe  food,  wholesome  drinking  water,  improvement  of  housing 
conditions,  good  sanitation  and  clean  atmosphere  have  been  the 
objectives  of  your  officers  work  and  the  duties  performed  in 
this  field  of  environmental  hygiene  ia  reflected  to  some  extent 
in  the  report  submitted  under  the  following  sections;- 


Section 

’A* 

HOUSING 

Section 

»B« 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

Section 

SANITATION 

Section 

PEST  IN'FE STATION  CONTROL 

Section 

SUPERVISION  OF  POOD  SUPPLIES 

Section 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

Section 

’G’ 

MISCELLANEOUS 

SEGTlOIlJ’A- 

HOUSING. 


Housing  ProgresSo 

The  housing  problem  has  again  been,  a predominating  factor  in 
the  affairs  of  your  Council • 


Work  in  this  field  during  the  year  under  review  has  closely 
followed  the  pattern  prescribed  since  the  cessation  of  hostilities, 
viz,  excellent  progress  with  new  building  work  and  little  progress 
with  regard  to  the  repair  and  reconditioning  of  houses,  the  latter 
aspect  being  due  to  circumstances  beyond  the  control  of  your 
Aulhority* 


In  succeeding  post  war  annual  reports  I have  stressed  the 
difficulties  attendant  to  securing  the  repair  of  houses  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  and  stated  that  the  obsolescent  houses  had, 
owing  to  the  housing  shortage,  been  given  an  artificial  lease 
of  life  and  that  the  controlled  rents,  soaring  building  costs, 
heavy  dilapidations  consequent  upon  tha  enforced  neglect  during 
tii^  war  years  had  reduced  certain  types  of  houses  to  below  the 
economic  investment  levelo  Reference  has  also  been  made  to  the 
other  factors  which  have  retarded  housing  repairs  including 
government  policy  ensuring  priority  for  new  building  work  and 
making  repair  work  of  secundary  impor cance g,  shortage  of  building 
labour  and  materials,  imposition  of  building  licences,  restricted 
monetary  ceilings  and  legal  impedimenta  which  included  lack  of 
housing  standards  and  the  undefined  equivocal  expression 
"reasonable  expense," 


Reas 


o 


Formal  action  taken  by  your  Council  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  in  order  to  enforce  the  repair  or 
to  determine  the  future  user  of  houses  has  been  dependent  upon 
the  expression  "reasonable  expense,"  Such  expression  has  had  to 
be  related  to  the  cost  of  the  work  necessary  to  make  the  premises 
fit  for  human  habitation  and  the  valuation  of  the  dwellings* 
Valuations  have  been  based  on  the  actual  financial  returns  to  the 
owners,  rents  being  a determining  factor  in  such  assessments* 


Rents 


2‘J 


c 


Rents  are  a matter  of  ooncerQ  in  sc  far  as  they  make  it 
possible  or  otherwise  to  effect  improvement  to  sub  standard 
honseso 

In  1950  I ment.ioned  that-  rent  restriction  was  a contro- 
versial subject  but  one  which  your  sa^nitary  officers  could  not 
ignore  in  the  work  of  securing  better  liousing  copdltionsi  and 
if  in  the  future  modification  of  the  rent  restriction  acts 
occurred  permitting  increases ^ then  it  V7a3  to  be  hoped  that  such 
measures  would  be  conditional  upon  the  fitness  of  the  property 
and  incorporated  in  a scheme  which  would  give  satisfaction  and 
justice  both  to  the  tenants  and  ownsrs*- 


•ovement  Grants 


& 


My  remarks  in  preceding  reports  with  regard  to  the  limita- 
tions uf  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1949  relative  to 
improvement  grants  are  again  appropriate  for  the  year  1953*  The 
Act  since  its  introduction  has  failed  to  produce  the  volume  of 
applications  envisagedo 


The  sixteen  point  standard  of  fitness  prescribed  invariably 
precluded  the  older  type  of  property  being  eligible  for  grant  as 
compliance  with  the  standard  is  often  structurally  and  economi- 
cally impossible®  Improvement  works  invariably  makes  necessary 
contingent  repairs  and  this  factor  allied  to  the  rent  increase 
permitted  have  made  the  grants  unattractive  to  owners® 


Reducing  the  period  of  30  years  as  a satisfactory  life  for 
improved  dwellings ^ relaxing  the  rigorous  conditions  imposed, 
allowing  owners  to  increase  their  rents  from  six  to  eight  per 
cent  on  the  cost  of  the  work  they  are  called  upon  to  bear, 
removal  of  the  higher  financial  limit  for  works  of  improvements, 
reduction  of  standards  where  good  reason  exists  and  wider  pub- 
licity on  the  availability  of  the  grants  are  measures  which  no 
doubt  will  result  in  the  benefits  of  the  grant  being  sought  in 
ever  increasing  numbers  in  order  that  houses  which  are  struc- 
turally sound  but  deficient  in  amenities  may  be  so  improved  as 
to  provide  satisfactory  units  of  housing  accommodation® 


Future  Action. 


On  the  future  of  housing  I commented  in  the  1952  report  as 
follows 


“There  are  signs  that  with  the  progress  of  new  housing  wider 
recognition  is  being  given  to  the  preservation  and  improvement 
of  older  proper ty*  Directions  from  the  central  government  giving 
impetus  for  slum  clearance  work  to  be  resumed  by  local  authorities 
may  be  anticipated,  together  with  action  for  securing  the  repair 
of  houses  still  worthy  of  perpetuation,,  Amendment  of  the  rent 
restriction  acts  allowing  rent  increases  may  be  considered  by  the 
central  government  as  being  an  important  instrument  in  securing 
the  repair  and  preservation  of  houseso*® 

These  remarks  have  received  a measure  of  confirmation  during 
the  year  under  review « 


The  impending  task  confronting  local  authorities  is  to  ensure 
the  maintenance  and  rescue  of  tne  existing  houses  where  possible 
and  their  demolition  and  replacement  where  necessary®  A vigorous 
attempt  is  called  for  to  provide  tenants  of  houses  worthy  of 
perpetuation  with  condit ions,  which  if  not  the  equal  of  the  more 
fortunate  occupying  modern  houses,  are  at  least  a considerable  step 
towards  more  modern  standards  of  amenity®  Financial  and  legal 
provisions  are  of  course  essential  preliminaries  in  the  pursuit  of 
these  objectives. 


Summary  of  inspections.  Notices  Served,  Ete® 

During  the  year  under  review  your  Council  have  generally, 
again  had  to  pursue  the  policy  of  securing  first  aid  repairs  to 
sub  standard  properties®  In  certain  instances,  rented  properties 
have  been  vacated  and  subsequently  owner-occupied®  In  such  cases 
I major  works  of  repair  and  reconditioning  have  been  carried  out® 
Action  taken  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  is  detailed 
as  follows 


i Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1 936/53- • 200 

‘ e ^ r n s^) e c 1 1 o n Soo«...o.o.o....o.o.....*ooooo®c.oooooo.oooooo  ^ 5 1 

Inspections  in  connection  with  improvement  grant  enquiries.  25 

i Number  of  applications  submitted  for  improvement  grants....  k 

' Number  of  applications  approved 3 

Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936....... 709 

e ^ 1 n s^^  s-'Ctxons...... ...... .......  •.0  9.0.0  .000000  *..00.9.000  59  9 

Number  of  interviews  with  owners  with  respect  to  repairs, 

reconditioning,  future  user  of  houses .... .9.. ...... o... . 371 


SUMMARY  OP  INFORMAL  NOTICES  AM)  RESULTS  OF  SAME, 
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HOUS ING  ST AT I ST IC  S . 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year;- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9?10  & 16  of  the  Housing  Act  19361- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs  (informal  notices ) o.... . 17 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs o.. 00, o . -> 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  notice;- 

( a ^ ^y  owners  ••o*«»*«ee«o«»0«oaoo«oooo*oooooooo«oo«o  17 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners. o«. o o • 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Section  11,12  & 13  of  the  Housing  Act  1936;- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  dealt  with  under  Section  11 

of  the  Housing  Act  1936 ....o ....... . 47 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demoli- 
tion orders  were  made - 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing 

orders  were  made 3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  of  which  the  Council  have 

accepted  undertakings  from  the  owners...... 42 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders 1 

(6)  Number  of  dwellirtg  houses  repaired  as  a result  of 

undertakings  given  by  owners . 7 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  92  (l)  (a)  of  the  Public  Health  Act 

1936;- 

(1)  Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  as  a 

result  of  informal/formal  action 107 


Housing  Act 
(a)  Number 


1936  - Part  IVo  Overcrowding;- 

of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 


(b)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year.. 


7 

13 


29  “ 


WORKS  EXECUTED  AS  A RESULT  OP  NOTICES, 


Dwelling  house  roofs  repaired, 


o o o ♦ • o 


o»oooooooao«o«eooo« 


eaves  gutters  repaired  or  provided  where 

m X S S X 13  OOOOOCOOOOOOOOt^eOOOOOdOOAOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

brickwork  to  walls,  chimney  stacks,  etc*, 
made  good. . , 


O O O • 4»  » 


e«ooooooooooo«oo 


woodwork  to  windows  repaired 
interior  plaster  made  good.,... 


frO00*09<l*00«Q00O0 


0900000090090 


windows  made  to  open  for  the  purpose  of 
ventilation. . . 


9 0 0 9 


00W009O099090000O0 


woodwork  to  stairs,  floor  etc*,  made  good,.. 


dampness  remedied 


0 9 0 0 


00000900000000000909 


interior  walls  cleansed  and  re-decorated. 

cooking  arrangements,  etc.,  rendered 
serviceable, 


outbuilding  repaired. 


0009099900009009000900 


oooooooooooeoooooo 


9 O • O 9 O 


oooooooooooeooooooooo 


909900900 


.090000999090 


>000990 


9 9 0 9 0 0 


000090009090009 


99090090900090 


9000990909999009 


Miscellaneous  Works... 

Dwelling  house  drains  cleansed,  ventilated  or  made  sound. 

" '•  new  drainage  system  provided,....,, 

" '*  '•  cesspools  provided. 

E.C®s  or  privies  converted  to  W.C*s 
Closets  repaired.., 

New  W.C’s  constructed. 

House  sinks  provided....,, 

Sanitary  ashbins  provided. 

Accumulation  nuisances  abated, 

Animal  nuisances  abated.. 

Yards  paved  and  drained..... 

Houses  connected  to  public  water  mains..,.. 


9 9 0 0 0 9 


oooooooo 


0009090000000 


000090009000009 


9 0 0 0 


9090  909  9990  9 


90990090000009090990 


000000099009 


09099900000000009 


47 

39 

41 

26 

34 

11 

25 
31 
17 

10 

5 

27 

34 

19 

26 
19 

14 
12 

15 

16 
21 

9 

11 

36 
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SECTION 

WATER  SUPPLIES, 

Within  their  statutory  limits  of  supply  both  private  com- 
panies and  local  authorities  have  installed  water  mains  thereby 
providing  a network  of  mains  throughout  the  district.  These  water 
undertakings  are  as  follows;- 

1.  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council. 

2.  Wycombe  Borough  Council <> 

3.  ' The  Rickmansworth  & Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

4«  The  Araersham,  Beaconsfield  & District  Water  Company. 

5.  The  Marlow  Water  Company. 

6.  The  Bucks  Water  Board. 

Only  one  hamlet  is  at  present  without  a main  water  supply. 

The  continued  use  of  wells  and  rain  water  tanks  in  certain  cases 
is  attributable  to  isolation  of  individual  properties  from  mains, 
economic  factors  and  personal  prejudices. 

Supervision  of  water  supplies  has  formed  an  important  part 
of  your  sanitary  officers  work  and  sampling  has  been  carried  out 
wherever  deemed  to  be  necessary.  Of  th®  61  samples  taken  during 
the  year  and  submitted  for  chemical/bacteriological  examination 
24  were  reported  upon  as  being  unsatisfactory,  in  some  cases  the 
mains  were  not  within  a reasonable  distance  of  the  nroperties  and 
your  Council's  action  was  instrumental  in  securing  extensions 
of  a minor  character.  Where  the  water  has  been  found  to  toe  oou- 
taminated,  owners  of  the  properties  concerned  have  been  requested 
to  provide  a wholesome  supply.  In  most  cases  they  have  responded 
to  informal  approach  thus  obviating  the  necessity  for  your  Council 
to  enforce  work  by  statutory  action. 

Your  Council's  water  supply  serving  Stokenchurch,  Radnage  and 
Bledlow  Ridge  and  derived  from  the  borehole  at  Lower  Road,  Bennett 
End,  has  been  checked  at  source.  All  samples  submitted  for 
examination  have  been  reported  upon  as  conforming  to  a satisfactory 
standard  of  purity. 


~ 2 /'  “ 


SECTION 

sanitation! 

A network  of  water*  mains  demands  its  counterpart  - a 
network  of  sewersa  unfortunately  progress  in  this  direction 
has  been  slow,  retarded  by  the  late  war  and  high  capital  costs o 
As  indicated  in  the  1950  annual  report  the  pre»war  concept  of 
a few  drainage  schemes  of  a comprehensive  character  to  serve 
the  district  rnay^  owing  to  the  economic  factor  and  pressing 
needs,  have  to  give  way  to  a policy  of  a wider  distribution  of 
smaller  schemes  designed  to  serve  the  more  populous  parts  of 
the  district. 

Complaints  in  connection  with  cesspool  and  closet  accommo- 
dation of  the  dry  conservancy  system  have  again  claimed  the 
attention  of  your  officers. 

Defieiencies  of  the  cesspool  drainage  system  are  well  known. 
Limitation  of  the  sanitary  services  of  the  house,  offensive 
odours  during  the  cesspool  emptying  operation,  overflowing 
cesspools,  potential  threat  of  pollution  of  water  supplies, 
ground  unsuitable  for  installing  cesspools  owing  to  high  water 
level,  lack  of  sites  for  sewage  disposal  and  difficulty  of 
maintaining  an  adequate  service  due  to  staffing  problems  are 
matters  which  bring  sharply  to  focus  the  inadequacies  of  the 
system. 

A scavenging  service  for  pail  closets  no  matter  how  unob- 
trusively and  well  performed  is  a poor  substitute  for  a water 
carriage  system  of  closets.  Where  such  a service  is  not 
available  and  householders  have  to  make  their  own  arrangements 
for  disposal  of  the  pail  contents  then  the  need  for  a water 
carriage  system  becomes  more  imperative. 

The  provision  of  main  drainage  is  inescapable  in  order  to 
ensure  a satisfactory  planned  system  of  disposal  of  the  waste 
products  of  human  living. 


? p- . 


SECTION 

PEST  INPESTATION  CONTROL „ 

The  menace  of  rats  and  mice  is  reflected  in  the  trans- 
mission of  disease  to  humans  and  the  enormous  damage  to  food 
stuffs  and  materials  whiehy  throughout  the  country^  results  in 
an  annual  loss  of  many  millions  of  pounds o 

The  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  pests  Act 
1949  operable  by  local  authorities  is  an  important  instrument 
in  the  campaign  for  the  destruction  of  rodents » This  legisla- 
tion clearly  defines  the  duties  of  owners  and  occupiers  of 
premises  and  local  authorities  in  the  work. of  pest  extermina- 
tion* 


It  cannot  be  ove.r  emphasised  that  rodent  control  is  a 
community  responsibility  and  the  co-operation  of  the  public 
is  important  in  this  respects  Co-operation  can  be  translated 
into  action  by  occupiers  carrying  out  their  statutory  duty  of 
notifying  the  local  authority  when  rats  and  mice  are  living 
on  or  resorting  to  their  land  in  substantial  numbers* 

By  planning  and  using  trained  personnel,  special  equip- 
ment and  improved  poisoning  methods  there  has  been  continued 
progress  in  the  post  war  years  with  regard  to  the  destruction 
of  rat;s  and  mice* 

one  cannot  leave  the  subject  of  rodent  control  without 
making  reference  to  the  work  of  the  South  Buckinghamshire  and 
East  Berkshire  Workable  Area  Committee  of  which  your  Council 
is  a constituent  member*  The  Committee  provides  an  excellent 
medium  for  dealing  with  problems  arising  from  the  administra- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act*  Its  activities  include  such  other  functions  as  en- 
couraging co-operation  between  neighbouring  authorities  and 
other  associations  and  bodies  engaged  in  the  work  of  pest 
control  and  disemination  of  information  relative  to  changes 
and  advances  in  the  methods  and  techniques  employed  in  th® 
destruction  of  rodents* 

Throughout  the  year  your  Council’s  rodent  control  service 
has  been  consistently  applied  at  dwelling  houses,  factory 
premises,  food  premises,  off ices ^ref use  tips,  sewers  etc*  The 
work  may  be  classified  as  hereunder  and  is  detailed  in  the 
accompanying  table, 

(a)  Private  dwellings  - free  service, 

(b)  Industrial  and  business  premises  (short-term  treatment) 

(c)  Industrial  and  business  premises  (annual  agreement 

(d)  Sewer  treatment,  scheme) 

(e)  Local  Authority  premises. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAdE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949 
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I 

i 


I 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES » 

Pablia  opinion  is  actiTe  arid  is  to  be  encouraged  in  the  field 
of  food  hygieneo  This  interest  Is  most  welcome  to  those  of  us  who 
are  engaged  in  administrative  responsibilities  in  connection  with 
securing  improved  conditions  and  practices  where  food  is  prepared, 
stored  or  sold  for  human  eonsumptiooe 

Ai*  informed  and  discriminating  public  can  accomplish  much 
towards  securing  satisfactory  standards  and  compensate  in  some 
measure  for  legislation  which  in  its  application  is  often  found  to 
be  inadequate  to  enforce  satisfactory  conditions^ 

The  standards  required  by  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act,  1938  and  the 
by-laws  made  with  respect  to  the  handling  of  food  should  be  re- 
garded as  the  minimum  ratiier  than  the  optimum  which  food  traders 
should  be  encouraged  to  obtain® 

The  prevention  of  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  depends  mainly 
on  the  standards  of  personal  and  kitchen  hygiene  in  catering 
establishments o Rapid  cooling,  refrigeration  and  where  necessary 
subsequent  reheating  to  boiling  point  are  measures  which  commend 
themselves  as  desirable  safeguardSo  It, is  to  be  remembered  that 
clean  food  handlers  can  produce  clean  wholesome  food  in  premises 
with  little  equipment,  but  food  prepared  in  kitcherswith  the 
most  elaborate  fittings  may  be  unsafe  if  staffed  by  dirty  food 
handlers® 

Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Pood  Shops « 

Hygiene  of  food  premises  and  food  handlers  has  been  regarded 
as  matters  of  primary  importancSo  Pood  premises  have  been  visited 
accordingly,  in  order  to  stimulate  interest  and  encourage  the 
adoption  of  standards  which  will  result  in  improved  conditions 
and  practices  where  food  is  being  prepared,  stored  or  sold  for 
human  consumption®  Matters  claiming  attention  have  included 
design  of  premises,  constructional  details  on  walls,  floors, 
ceilings,  ventilation  and  lighting,  cleanliness  of  rooms  and 
utensils,  hot  and  cold  water  supplies,  di'ainage,  storage  of  food 
and  freedom  from  insect  and  vermin  infestation® 

Work  carried  out  as  a result  of  visits  is  summarised 
herewith?- 


Number  of  visits  to  food  premises  = o».  o o <.0  o..  ..o  .»o  o » 316 

]^ood  rooms  redeoor^todo  ooo''oooooooooo<ioaooooooaooocooooooo 

" ’*  repaired  ( floors  $,  walls,  ceilings  p windows)..  00  I8 

vVasb.  basino  prov-i-ded.  .o.ooooooooooo^nooo.oo.ooo.ooooooQ.o.  8 

New  sanitary  accommodation  providedo ..... o.. » 9 

provision  of  constant  hot  water  supply. „ 6 

xi. odent  infestation  de alt  wit h .o.o.oo««o.oooo.ooo.ooo.ooo.o  11 

Additional  ventilation  provided. ................... ......o  2 

Refuse  receptacles  provided. ..................o...........  5 


Ice-cream a 

Ice-crearn  is  more  popular  than  ever  before  and  sales  have  and 
are  still  increasing® 

The  necessity  to  safeguard  the  public  against  possible  dangers 
arising  from  the  contamination  of  this  food  has  long  been  recog- 
nised by  the  trade  itself,  and  is  given  further  recognition  by 
way  of  legislation  embodied  in  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  and 
the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations,  1947®  This 
legislation  makes  provision  for  registration  of  premises  and  re- 
quirements controlling  the  manufacture,  storage  and  selling  of 
the  commodity^ 

There  are  four  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  of  ice- 
cream and  each  of  the  manufacturers  resort  to  a cold  mix  method* 
Altogether  fifty-six  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream  and  ten  applications  for  registration  were  approved 
during  the  year® 

Careful  attention  h:is  been  given  to  the  conditions  under 
which  ice-cream  have  been  prepared,  stored,  and  sold®  Of  a total 
of  76  samples  of  ice-cream  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion 8805^  were  reported  upon  as  conforming  to  a satisfactory 
standard® 


Milko 

13  a Tnoat-  Imp  or  ta  tit  food  and  its  prodaction  and  dis- 
tribution constitijte  a Yast  ir-dustryo 


This  can  De  appreo iated  l-j  a report  from  th^  Milk  Marketing 
Board  shovvlng  that  tns  nilk  produced  in  England  and  Wales  has 
increased  from  S^^ipOOC gallons  in  1':?33/4  to  1 ^601  ,000„000 
gallons  iQ  "193^/53  and  the  estimaled  coD-suirrption  of  liquid  milk 
per  head  improved  from  0038  of  a pint  per  day  in  1933/4  to  0o70 
of 


a 


pint  per  day  in  1932/53' 


The  number  of  registered  milk  prcdncers  in  England  and 
Wales  in  1933  was  1 49 5; 336 g,  whereas  in  1934  it  was  100^446  and 
in  1949  161 98890 


Tuberculin  Tested  herds  ha\'e  been  increased  from  3»919  in 
1939  to  459531  in  1953  and  Accredited  herds  reduced  from  25>228 
in  1939  to  139968  in  i953« 

0i  the  total  of  1 9601  <,000 9 000  gallons  of  milk  produced  in 
1952/539  1 9341 9OOO9OOO  were  sold  for  liquid  consumption  of  which 
no  less  than  1 ,1 31 9OOO9OOO  gallons  were  heat-treated* 


Under  corrrpar i tively  recently  enacted  legislation  many 
authorities  and  bodies  of  diverse  character  have  some  share  of 
responsibility  in  connection  with  milk  production  and  distri- 
hutiono  Generally  speaking,  milk  production  is  now  under  the 
control  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries  whilst 
local  authorities  exercise  a control  with  regard  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  milk* 


Milk  designations  ha/e  remained  the  same  as  in  the 
preceding  year.,  The  use  of  the  special  designation  ’’Accredited” 
will  not  be  permitted  after  30th  September,  1954®  This  is  to  be 
welcomed  for  it  is  a misleading  oerm  creating  in  the  public  a 
false  sense  of  securityo  Sterilised  milk  is  receiving  wider 
recognition  and  sales  would  appear  tr  be  increasing  despite 
difference  of  opinion  among  experts  with  regard  to  the  effect 
of  heat  upon  the  nutritional  value  of  milkc 

The  decline  in  the  composition  and  quai ity  of  milk  pro- 
duced has  caused  concern  and  is  the  subject  of  a report  by  a 
Working  Party  sat  up  in  195?  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  & 
Fisheries*  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  as  a result  suitable 
measures  will  follow  which  will  bring  about  an  improvement  in 
milk  quality® 

The  policy  of  eventually  restricting  the  sale  of  milk  to 
that  vAolch  is  Tunerculin  Tested  or  heat-treated  has  received 
furLher  implementation  during  the  year  under  rsviewo 


o£ 


'''f  cv''  Cc.  di.i:  ee  ha~/e  ap^in  be-sn  related  to  the 

-•V' ^3  r>r  bution  of  ruilK.,  tatlog  registration  of  dairies 

a.-'id  dp.  irjrrf.rn y s err i/.rn  :f  c-onditicns  and  processes  in 
dair  . es  / “isc  dea le aad  supplementary  licences  for  the 
sale  cf  designated  milk  a.uc!  taking  measures  to  ensure  that 
r. ilk  may  :;e'  consumed  bv  cle  public  with  3afety« 

Mlik  infer; fed  with  organismB  oommanicable  to  humans  has 
again  c!  = imed  the  attention  cl'  your-  officers*  Action  was 
taken  iV'  nineteen  cases  in  order  to  ensure  that  infected  milk 
was  beat-treated  befc;e  sale  for  Iruman  conaumpticn* 

The  following  details  are  related  to  woZ“k  in  connection 
with  the  adminlsti  ation  of  the  Milk  & Dairies  Act  and  regula- 
t..oriS  made  thereunder.* s- 


Number  of  visits  to  dairy  premises, ».  oc.,„  o o »<.  c .o.. . 117 

••  '*•  cases  of  milk  Infected  with  tubercle  bacilli..,,  5 

’•  ” ••  “ brucella  . • 14 

reglStei^e  d da  ir'XeSoooovooo.oco.ooo.eooo.eoooe.oo  12 

New  dairy  premises  rsgis  tered. , , . . . , , , . . . , , . , . . . , , . , . , . , . . Nil 
ter  of  registered  daiy'^nLen,  ..o o,,.  .o,  o,.., . 

t? 


deajLers  licet.cefc  issued  to  use  designation 
’■■pasteurised”, , , , . , , , . , , . 


« « O • O O 9 


dealers  licences  issued  to  use  designation 
''Tuberculin  Tested”,, 


^oooooeaoo* 


suppleme?! tary  licences  issued  tc  use 

designation  ”pa3teurised” 


o e Q o o 


” supplementary  licences  issued  to  use 

designation  ’’Tuberculin  Tested”.., 

” licenc'*“S  issued  to  use  designation  "Sterilised”, 

” milk  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 

examination. 


0000000990000000 
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milk  samiplea  taken  for  biological  examination. 


16 

21 

24 

3 

3 

3 

14 

36 
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Meat  Inspeotion, 

The  restriction  on  slaughtering  introduced  by  the  Minister 
of"  Pood  at  the  outbreak  of  war  continued  to  operate  during  the 
year  1953<*  The  home  killed  meat  for  the  Wycombe  Rural  District 
was  distributed  from  a slaughterhouse  controlled  by  the  Ministry 
of  Pood  and.  situated  in  an  adjoining  Authority''s  areae 

Certain  private  slaughterhouses  in  your  Council *s  area 
were  re-licensed  in  order  to  assist  in  the  Ministry  of  Pood*s 
self  suppliers  pig  killing  schemeo  As  previously  pointed  out 
ID  this  connection,  there  is  a lack  of  legal  control  with 
respect  to  notification  of  slaughter  and  inspection  of  car- 
casesa 


The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Actj,  1933  and  1951  requiring  the 
stunning  of  animals  by  means  of  a mechanically  operated 
instrument  and  the  licensing  by  the  local  authority  of  slaugh- 
terman and  observance  of  other  rules  relating  to  slaughterhouse 
practices  exercised  the  attention  of  your  officers*  The 
provisions  of  the  Acts  were  well  observed* 

During  the  year  meat  inspection  duties  were  resumed  at  the 
Marlow  slaughterhouse*  Details  set  forth  in  the  table  on  Page 
35  relate  to  animals  which  were  slaughtered  during  the  periods 
your  officers  were  responsible  for  meat  inspection  duties* 


Weights  of  Canned  and  Other  Foods  Condemned 
as  Unfit  for  Human  Consu^Trca* 

(lbs)  


I Canned 
Pood 

preserves 

Pish 

Bacon 

Imported 

Meat 

191 

k 

28 

16 

131 

Vegetables 

Fruit 

Eggs  (No.) 

Cheese 

Misc 

! 28 

s 

7 

60 

3 

- 73 

L_ 

1 Total  Weight*  k cwts* 

1 qr.  7 lbs 

o 

Carcases  inspected  and  condemned 


35  ■ 


4^ 

% 

o 

eg 


c 

o 

+3 


These  figures  represent  a total  carcase  weight  condemned  of 
84  IbSo  and  weight  of  offal  15  cwt.  8 lbs* 
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SECTION  'P’ 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Administration  of  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act  1937 
and  1948  is  carried  out  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and 
District  Councils. 

In  pursuance  of  these  statutory  obligations  your  officers 
have  inspected  premises  and  dealt  with  such  matters  as  means  of 
escape  in  case  of  fire,  water  supplies,  sanitary  accommodation 
and  drainage  in  buildings  where  mechanical  power  is  used.  In 
premises  where  power  is  not  used  local  authorities  exercise  a 
further  control  in  relation  to  cleanliness  of  workrooms, 
temperature  of  rooms,  ventilation  and  overcrowding. 

Lists  of  outworkers  received  in  February  and  August  1953 
from  employers  in  pursuance  of  Section  110  of  the  Factories  Act 
1933  returned  100  homeworkers  engaged  in  various  specified 
occupations,  principally  in  the  making  and  altering  of  wearing 
apparel.  Two  lists  of  outworkers  resident  in  other  areas  were 
sent  to  the  local  authorities  concerned  and  in  turn  your  Council 
were  the  recipient  of  lists  of  outworkers  from  four  authorities. 

Tables  submitted  herewith  and  prepared  in  accordance  with 
Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  summarise  the  work 
entailed  in  this  particular  sphere  of  administration. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 ,2,3,4  & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities.... 

14 

24 

2 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

155 

128 

17 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises ) 

Total 

169 

152 

19 

• 3“'  • ■ 

2e  CASES  WHICH  DEFECTS  vVEEE  POUND. 


r ■ ' 

) 

1 

Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

insti-  j 

tuted 

Pound 

I 

Referred 

Remedied 

To  K.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

By  H.M 
In  spec  - 
tor 

Want  of  cleanliness..... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation.. 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences s- 

(a)  Insufficient 

6 

5 

- 

1 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  of 

defective, .... 

8 

8 

.. 

3 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

■ 

Totals 

18 

17 

- 

k 

- 

I 


i 


OUTWOHIC. 


(Sections  110  and  ill) 


) 

? 

t 

\ 

i 

i 

j Nature  of  Work 

No*  of 
out  wor- 
kers in 
August 
list 

required 
by  Sec* 
110  (1) 
(o) 

No.  of 
cases 
of  de- 
fault 
in 

sending 
lists 
to  the 
Council 

No*  of 
prosecu- 
tions 
for 

failure 
to  supply 
lists . 

No.  of 
instan- 
ces of 
work  in 
unwhole- 
some 

premisea 

Notices 

Served 

Prose- 

cutions, 

Wearing  apparel 
Making  etc. 

51 

■ - 

- 

a. 

Lace,  lace  cur~ 
tains  and  nets. 

j 

40 

j Umbrellas,  etc. 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Feather  sorting 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

100 

Rag  Flock, 

Th  Rag  Flock  & Other  Filling  Materials  Act  which  came  into 
operation  in  1951 j forbids  the  use  of  filling  materials  to  which 
che  Act  applies  for  such  purposes  as  upholstery  and  the  stuffing 
of  beddings,  toys  and  baby  carriages  except  on  premises  registered 
by  a local  authority*  Standards  of  cleanliness  of  filling  materials 
are  given  by  Regulations  and  penalties  are  prescribed  for  using 
unclean  raaterialo 

The  close  association  of  humans  with  bedding,  upholstery  and 
associated  furnishings  emphasises  the  necessity  for  filling  materials 
of  mattresses,  settees  etc*  to  conform  to  a satisfactory  standard 
of  cleanliness. 


Accordingly  premises  have  been  inspected,  records  checked  and 
samples  of  rag  flock  taken  where  deemed  to  be  necessary.  Work  in 


this  connection  is  recorded  below:- 

Number  of  registered  premises.. 19 

Number  of  samples  of  filling  materials  submitted  for 

cleanliness. 14 


Numoer  of  samples  conforming  to  a satisfactory  standard..  14 


SECTION 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Dwellings o 

Caravans  in  your  Council’s  area  number  approximately  250. 

All  the  camping  sites  are  in  private  ownership.  The  majority  of 
sites  each  contain  a single  caravan.  In  some  cases  up  to  five 
caravans  may  be  found  on  one  site  and  in  a few  instances  sites 
contain  from  ten  to  twenty  caravans. 

Districts  fringing  on  towns  invariably  find  themselves  facing 
a caravan  problem  to  a greater  or  lesser  degree.  Often  vans  are 
placed  on  land  without  permission  from  the  appropriate  statutory 
authorities  and  powers  for  control  are  seriously  weakened  by  the 
housing  shortage.  On  humanitarian  considerations  local  authorities 
may  tend  to  sympathise  with  the  homeless  and  not  resort  to  legal 
action  in  connection  with  the  contraventions  involved. 

Many  caravans  are  used  for  continual  occupation  owing  to 
shortage  of  houses  and  economic  factors.  Occupation  of  a caravan 
by  a family  unit  has  obvious  limitations.  Insufficient  living 
space,  overcrowding,  lack  of  privacy  for  members  of  a family, 
inadequate  clothes  drying  facilities,  overheating  of  dwellings 
are  the  experiences  of  many  families  in  this  class  of  accommoda- 
tion. 


Once  again  your  Council  have  had  to  try  to  resolve  the 
problem  arising  from  the  prodigious  increase  of  the  use  of 
caravans  for  recreational  pursuit  and  the  use  of  caravans  often 
providing  semi-permanent  sub-standard  housing  accommodation,  and 
reoon«:ile  these  needs  to  housing  and  public  health  standards  and 
protection  of  existing  amenities. 

The  control  of  caravans  has  necessitated  many  visits  in 
connection  with  determination  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  and 
ensuring  that  reasonably  satisfactory  standards  are  maintained. 


A summary  of  the  work  is  given  below 

Number  of  visits  for  inspection  of  sites  and  dwellings 191 

Num.ber  of  licences  issued 58 

Caravans  removed  from  site  as  a result  of  Council’s 


intention  to  take  formal  action  for  contraventions... 


Pet  Animals  Act,  195io 

This  Act  regulates  the  sale  of  pet  animals  making  provision 
for  the  licensing  of  pet  animal  shops  and  imposing  conditions 
for  the  animals  to  be  accommodated  and  cared  for  in  a satisfactory 
manner- 

One  shop  has  been  licensed  in  your  Council ”3  area  for  the 
sale  of  pet  animals. 

Registration  of  Dealers  in  Old  Metal  and  Marine  Stores. 

Your  Councixare  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
provisions  of  Section  86  of  fehe-Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1907o  Accordingly  five  persons  and  premises  have  been  registered 
in  connection  with  people  engaged  in  the  trade  of  old  metal  dealers. 

The  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Regulations,  1933o 

Your  Authority  are  empowered  to  administer  the  provisions  of 
these  regulations.  This  legislation  is  for  the  purpose  of  prohi- 
biting the  sale  or  letting  of  certain  heating  appliances  not  fitted 
with  guards,  the  heating  appliances  being  of  such  a design  that 
they  are  suitable  for  use  in  a dwelling  house  or  other  residential 
premises. 

Restrictions  on  sales  by  persons  collecting  or  dealing  in  rags, 
olT^  clothes  etc. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  a person  for 
collecting  old  clothing  in  exchange  for  articles. 

The  defendant  was  fined  £1  with  payment  of  costs. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  cases  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases.  Relevant  information  with  regard  to  the 
history  of  the  cases  obtained  and  recorded,  contacts  checked  and 
disinfection  of  rooms  and  bedding  carried  out.  Details  of  the 


department’s  work  is  indicated  below 

Number  of  visits  paid 106 

It  It  re-visits 25 

“ " premises  disinfected  (tuberculosis).. 32 


(other  infectious 

disease  s)»  7^ 


